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Q.1 Read the following passage carefully:

You are endowed with certain naughtiness as a child. Keep it alive Humour will grease all tough situations. One who has humour can sail through any conflict. Humour is the butter that saves you from humiliation. If you refuse to be humiliated, you become invincible. Humour brings everyone together, while humiliation tears them apart. In a society torn with humiliation and insult, Humour is like a breath of fresh air.

Humour should be coupled with care and cancern. Humour can keep the spirit high, yet if overdone it leaves a bad taste. Humour without wisdom is shallow. Humour without sensitivity is satise –it comes back to you with nose problems. The wise use humour to bring wisdom and to lighten situations. The intelligent use humour as a shield against humiliation. The cruel use humour as a sword to insult others. The irresponsible use humour to escape from responsibility. And fools take humour too seriously!

How does one cultivate a sense of Humour? Humour is not just words, it is the lightness of your being. You do not have to read and repeat jokes. Humour, can be cultivated by taking life not too seriously (because you will never come out of it alive), having a sense of belongingness with everybody, including those who are not friendly, practicing Yoga and meditation, having unshakable faith in the Divine and in the laws of Karma and being in the company of those who live in knowledge and are humorous with a willingness to be a down.

1.1 Select the most suitable option : 1´2=2

(a) According to the passage, a humorous person is –

(i) confident (ii) cynical (iii) cheerful and faithful (iv) disappointed

(b) Humour can be cultivated by –

(i) Having a sense of belonging with everybody

(ii) practicing yoga and meditation

(iii) by having unshakable faith in the divine

(iv) all the above

1.2 Identify the words from the passage to complete the blanks – 1´3=3

(i) Humour if overdone, leaves a bad ————-.

(ii) The cruel use humour as a sword to ————- others.

(iii) Humour brings everyone ———— .

1.3 Write ‘True’ OR ‘False’ :- 1´2=2

(i) Humour without wisdom is shallow ————- .

(ii) Humour is taken lightly by fools.

1.4 Identify the word from the passage that is opposite in meaning to the word ‘weak’ (para1)1

Q.2. Read the following passage carefully: 12

The “little Tramp” the unforgettable character Charlie Chaplin invented, was born purely by accident in 1915. While rushing to a film shoot in California, he grabbed clothes other people had left behind in the changing room. And when he emerged, he found he had created a personality everybody loved. A little guy in a bowler hat, a close filing jacket, a cane, outsize shoes and a brush like moustache!

Before long, Charlie found himself a star. That puzzled him, for he saw himself essentially as a shy British Music Hall Comedian. The U.S. acknowledged him as its king of silent film comedy. Soon, so did crowds all over the World. But life was not always a laugh for Charles spencer Chaplin. Both his parents were Music Hall artists who separated when Charlie was very young.

His childhood was very sad, for his mother never earned enough to look after Charlie and his older brother Sudney. Sometimes, Charlie had to sleep on the streets and forage food in the garbage. Charlie took his first bow on stage when his mother made her last appearance. It happened when her voice broke during a song. Her son stepped on stage and sang a popular song.

That’s when a star was boom. Through all these years of success, Charlie never forgot his troubled childhood. It made him recall a Christmas when he was denied two oranges and his bag of sweets for breaking a rule at the orphanage he went to after his mother’s death. It would have broken his heart, if the other children had not offered him a share of theirs. Spontaneously, the adult Chaplin gifted the orphanage with a motions picture machine an insisted that each child should have as many oranges and sweets as they pleased.

2.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage answer the following Questions : 2´4=8

(a) What led to creation of the character named “little tramp”?

(b) How was Charlie’s childhood?

(c) How did Charlie perceive himself?

(d) When did Charlie took his first bow on stage and how did it happen?

2.2 Choose the right option : 1´4=4

(a) The character Charlie Chaplin was invented by –

(i) ‘Little Trump’ (ii) ‘Little Chap’ (iii) ‘Little Tramp’ (iv) ‘Little Tram’

(b) After his mother’s death, Charlie was sent to –

(i) an orphanage (ii) a hostel (iii) a reformatory (iv) a psychiatrist

2.3 Fill in the right word from the passage.

Charlie Chaplin was referred to as the ———– of ——— film comedy.

2.4 Which word in the passage means ‘to search for food’?

Section – B : (Writing & Grammar)

Q.3 Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper against the use of unfair means by students in examinations. Your name is Pankaj Walia and you live at 22, Model Town, Jalandhar. (100-150 words) 8

OR

You are Tanu Arora. You are a student who is worried about the unavailability of some specific course books in the market. Write a letter to a book seller placing an order of the literature books you need. (100-150 words).
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