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Section A

** 30 MARKS ONLY

** In this section, you are required to read a passage and answer a few questions based on it.

** Answer any ONE of the TWO questions (Question 1 or Question 2) given below : 30 Marks only

Test On General Comprehension

Question 1 :

Passage :

“Philosophic contemplation, when it is unalloyed, does not aim at proving that the rest of the universe is akin to man. All acquisition of knowledge is an enlargement of the Self, but this enlargement is best attained when it is not directly sought. It is obtained when the desire for knowledge is alone operative, by a study which does not wish in advance that its objects should have this or that character, but adapts the Self to the characters which it finds in its objects.
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Please answer the following:

1a.What kind of “pursuit of knowledge” is said by Russell to contribute to the “enlargement of Self” in the above passage? (Approximately 50 words)

1b.How does Russell contrast “Knowledge of Self-assertion” with “Knowledge as Contemplation” in the above passage? (Approximately 50 words)

 Question 2 :

Passage :

One of the underrated pleasures of living in a city is anonymity —guaranteed not by the fact that you look the same as everyone else but that no one really cares that you look different. And a truly cosmopolitan city is one in which everyone looks different.

I have been fortunate that for the 30 or so years that I have lived in Bangalore I have not had to deal with the fact that I look different. Save for occasional reminders of my Chineseness, the city has given me enough space to be who I am — cinephile, bibliophile, foodie — without having to bother too much about questions of identity.

The need of the hour is to contain this spillover effect. Politicians of all shades and the media have to recognise the vital role that they play in diffusing the situation rather than inflaming it. Rumours and riots have always been insidiously linked to each other and we have no choice but to deal with the situation before us with utmost care and responsibility. Centuries of immigrant struggles have won us the right to say that a city can belong to us even if we do not belong to the city. And if we do not care of what belongs to us, we will run the danger of losing it.

(This is an article written by Lawrence Liang that appeared in the Hindu on August 18, 2012).

Please answer the following : (Approximately 50 words for each answer).

2a How did the events of August 2012 change Liang’s perception of Bangalore? Please take the entire piece into account before writing.

2b The writer suspects that the host-guest metaphor may not be suitable for a city claiming cosmopolitan status. What might he mean by this? Can you explain in your own words?

2c What sort of danger seems most pressing and terrible to the writer?

Section B

Candidates: 70 MARKS

Test for Sociology

(1) Read the following paragraph and answer the questions below :

In rural north India, there are thriving and exclusive all-male spaces in the villages which play an important role in constructing gender identities. These extend from the home to the public domain. Reserved and used almost exclusively by the male population, these are spaces where the power and legitimacy of masculinity are displayed and cemented and where men are a distinct advantage in terms of deployment of power.

Masculinisation of space means an access to and control over resources of various kinds – material, sociocultural, political and ideological. Signifying both the symbolic and the material dimension of male power, these spaces validate men’s control at home, in the village, community, and wider society while asserting the caste and class hierarchies which are under attack in post-Independence India.

Circulating ideals of gendered separateness, they make the presence of males and the absence of females seem “natural”. This masculinisation of spaces goes totally unacknowledged and unchallenged even by those most affected. It has merited little comment, discussion or condemnation from any quarter.

1. How is power understood in material and symbolic terms?

2. How are gendered identities constructed through space?

3. In what way is the concept of patriarchy reflected in this para?

(2) What is caste? What kind of changes has the institution of caste experienced in the last two decades?

(3) What is your understanding of gender equality? Write a note on violence against women in India.
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